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April 23, 2008

Mr. John Bowvd

Mational Black Farmers Association
&8 Wind Road

Baskerville, VA 23915

Drear Mr, Bood:

The Subenmimities on Government Maragement, Organization, sed Procurement of the
Commiilee on Oversight and Government Reform, bereby requests your tastimony at a hearing
an Wednesdav, May 14, 2008, at 2:00 p.m., in Room 2157 of the Rayburn House Office
Building,

The Subgommiites will hold an oversight hearing on the managsment of the United
Staves Department of Apriculiurs’s (US0A) civil rghts programs. Civil rights at USDA has
bren 2 longstanding problem. Given USDAs documented hislory of civil rights abuses, one of
which led w a consent decree that has paid our nearly ene billion dullars in setilements to black
farmers, Congress enacted lepislation intended to end diseriminatory practices within the
Department, including the establishment of the Office of the Azsistant Secretary of Uivil Rights.
The Subcommittee is conducting oversight of the USDAs implementation of this reorganization
snd management of TSDA"s civil rights enforcement and monitoring procedures, including
defays in its processing of diserimination complaints,

Your tesiimony should describe vour views on USDA s ¢ivil rights programs and
respensibilities,



[ lonnation for wilnesses appearing before the Subcommittee is contained in the

enclosed Witness Intormation Sheet. [f you have any guestions, please contact Velvel Johnson
of the Subcommittes staff at

W lowok Torward to the testimony.

Ealolptuls Towns

Chairman

Subcommittes on CGovernment Management,
Orzanization, and Procurement

Enclosure
oo Hep. Brian Bilbray
Ranking Minority Member






